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Executive Summary
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India’s education sector is undergoing a transformative expansion, driven by digital innovation, demographic strength, and proactive 

government initiatives. Valued at approximately USD 125 billion in 2024, the sector spans pre-schools, K–12, higher education, and 

online learning, each showing distinct growth momentum. With 300 million school-age children, 42.5 million higher education 

enrolments, and an EdTech market projected to reach USD 29 billion by 2030, India is poised to become one of the world’s 

largest and most dynamic education ecosystems. The government’s continued push, allocating around 4.6% of GDP toward 

education and encouraging PPP models, has further catalyzed private participation, franchise-based expansions, and technology-led 

delivery models. 

Across the value chain, opportunities are emerging for both entrepreneurs and investors. Segments such as early childhood 

education, K–12 premium schools, vocational training, and digital universities offer scalable, high-return ventures. The rise of 

online test-prep platforms, AI-enabled learning, and hybrid models signifies a paradigm shift toward accessible, personalized 

education. For new entrants, the key lies in aligning with policy frameworks like NEP 2020 and leveraging research-driven 

feasibility to ensure long-term profitability. This report by The India Watch provides an in-depth look into each sub-sector, market 

size, trends, business models, and investment potential, empowering stakeholders to make informed, data-backed decisions in 

India’s evolving education landscape.
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THE OPPORTUNITY SNAPSHOT

01

Massive Addressable Base For 
Products & Services.

300 million school-age students (K-12)

05 Sustained 
Government Support Education spend ≈ 4.6% of GDP

04
Edtech Market 

USD 7.5 billion (2024) & projected to grow to USD 29 billion 
by 2030.

03
Digital Delivery & 
Edtech Scaling Enablers.

Internet connections: 970 million 

02
Strong Demand For Degree & 
Vocational Programs.

42.5 million Higher education enrolments

India’s education market is a high-growth, investible opportunity valued at approximately USD 
125 billion in 2024 and projected to scale rapidly across K-12, higher education, and EdTech. 
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Pre-schools: Ed-Tech Plays & Franchise 

Pre-school (0–6 years) is a fast-maturing segment, franchising, edtech content for 
early learning, and quality teacher training are core investment themes.
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Leading Pre-school Chains: 
Market Presence & Franchise Metrics
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3 MAJOR KPIs

K-12 Market Deep Dive – India’s Foundation of Education
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Major K-12 School Networks — Scale & Reach
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Higher Education: Scale, Emerging Trends & Opportunities
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BA: Arts continues to dominate India’s 
undergraduate landscape, driven by 
wide accessibility and multidisciplinary 
flexibility.

BSc: Science degrees remain strong, 
supported by growing demand in research, 
healthcare, and STEM-based fields.

BCom: Commerce courses attract students 
aiming for careers in finance, accounting, 
and management sectors.

BTech/Engineering: Engineering maintains 
its appeal, particularly in IT, AI, and 
emerging tech disciplines.

B.Ed.: Education degrees are gaining 
traction amid rising demand for trained 
teaching professionals nationwide.

Major 
Undergraduate 
Disciplines in 
India 
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India → World’s 2nd largest Higher-Ed system
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India’s Digital Education Boom: EdTech & Online Prep Platforms
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Value Chain of India’s Education Ecosystem
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(Part – 1)
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Why Market Research & Feasibility Studies

✓ Market research bridges the gap between business ideas and informed action.

✓ Feasibility studies assess financial, technical, and operational viability, minimizing 
risks.

✓ Data-backed insights empower entrepreneurs and investors to navigate India’s 
complex markets confidently.

✓ Understanding target segments, demand trends, and competition helps build 
scalable business models.

✓ Strategic research ensures long-term sustainability and ROI optimization.
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The India Watch: Your Strategic Research Partner

✓ The India Watch is a market research firm helping businesses, investors, and startups thrive in India’s fast-evolving economy.

✓ Expertise across education, hospitality, retail, manufacturing, healthcare, FMCG, and emerging tech.

✓ We combine quantitative analytics with qualitative insights to deliver actionable intelligence.

✓ Our research enables data-driven expansion, market entry, and policy-aligned strategies.

WHY CHOOSE THE INDIA WATCH?

➢ Custom research aligned with your business objectives.

➢ Deep understanding of policy, regulation, and local dynamics.

➢ Experience across 15+ industries.

➢ End-to-end advisory from market scanning to execution support.

➢ Delivering in-depth intelligence within practical timelines.
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Empowering Businesses 
with Research-Backed 
Decisions
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